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Mrs. Bridge at Pont Vaen, to Annie Dyke at Upper Cabalva, to
Rosie Hodgson at Lower Cabalva, and to Louisa Dew at Whitney
Rectory.
y, 3 September
When I opened my window at Langley Barrel] Rectory this
morning the first sound I heard was the tapping of a nuthatch in
an acacia. There had been a little rain in the night but the morning
was fine.
At 9,20 I left Chippenham to join the rest of the party, my
mother, Dora, and the children Katie and Monk, at i Prince's
Buildings, Weston, leaving my Father and Fanny alone at Langley.
In the evening I had a bathe in the open sea for the first time for
ten years and enjoyed it thoroughly.
At 7.30 my Mother and I went to the Assembly rooms to a lecture
on craniology and phrenology and mesmerism. A table full of
skulls was set out and the lecture was given by a Mr. Hume. We had
seen it advertised on the pier. He talked a good deal of wild non-
sense and examined the heads of two or three of the audience whose
moral and mental qualities he appraised highly. Then began the
mesmerism. A number of men came up on the platform from the
body of the room and offered themselves to be operated on. They
were pkced in a semi-circle on chairs sitting with their faces to the
wall and their backs to the audience. A young kdy went to the
piano and began playing low soft dreamy music. The Mesmerist
passed between his victims and the wall and after making a few
s soon had 8 out of the 10 prostrate on the floor in a mesmeric
sleep. He took them by the hand and drew them after him, holding
his hand against the side of their heads. 'Come, come,' he said
authoritatively, and they followed as it seemed to me unwillingly,
but unable to help themselves, though the Mesmerist used no vio-
lence but appeared to draw them after him by the influence of a
stronger will.
I noticed that out of the 10 there were two middle-aged men
whom the Mesmerist could make nothing of. But he had previously
warned them and the audience that if the men resisted Him and
made up their minds they would not be mesmerized he could do
nothing with them.

